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simple toy but a comrade and friend, only then
can it be said that the people among whom the
relations of thetwo sexes are thus developed are a
truly cultured race.1* Of Fatima he says: "She
had received an education which placed her on a par
-with most of 'the educated men in her country.
Her character was one of unrningled sweetness
and gravity, which deepened as she grew older
.... She lectured to mixed congregations of both
sexes often in the courtyard of her house, and
sometimes in the public mosque. Many of her
sermons are still extant."
It is difficult to understand how the strict
pardah system, now in vogue among Muslims in
India, came into force. Why is it that nowadays
women are not admitted into the mosques for
worship? Why are they shut up in zenanas, or
harems, and practically cut off from all intercourse
with their fellow-beings? Such a procedure is
certainly not inculcated in the Qoran, for in the
chapter 'entitled " Light ** we read: '* And speak
unto the believing women, that they restrain their
eyes, and preserve their modesty, and discover not
their ornaments, except what necessarily appeareth
thereof; and let them throw their veils over their
bosoms, and not show their ornaments, unless to
their husbands, aad let them not make a noise
with their feet, that their ornaments which they hide
may thereby be discovered."- The directions con-
tained in this passage ^rould be entirely unnecessary
if women were bound to remain in pardah> and there